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NAAE Finance Committee 
Board Committee Report 

February 3, 2008 
Indianapolis, Indiana 

 
Board Committee Chair:  Greg Curlin 
Full Committee Chair:  Tara Berescik, New York 
Committee Members: Harold Eckler, Sally Shomo, Hugh Mooney, Kathy Conerly, Tom 

Hofmann, Ray Nash, and Ken Couture.  Also present were Jay Jackman, 
Alissa Smith, and Julie Fritsch.  Tara Berescik joined the meeting via 
conference call. 

 
Committee Mission:  To ensure that the NAAE has an accountable monetary policy and a stable 
financial future. 
 
Auditor’s Report 
 
Tom Hofmann moved, Ray Nash seconded, to accept the 2006-07 independent auditor’s report.  
The motion carried. 
 
Support the Multi-year Budget  
 
Sally Shomo moved, Tom Hofmann seconded, to accept the multi-year budget report.  The 
motion carried. 
 
NAAE Agricultural Educator Relief Fund Dispersal Procedure 
 
No further action was taken on this item.  The board clarified that information on the status of 
the NAAE Agricultural Educator Relief Fund is to be sent by regional vice presidents to state 
leaders from time to time during the year.  Applications for the support under the fund and 
instructions for making donations to the fund are also provided on the NAAE website. 
 
Ag Ed Opportunity Fund 
 
Harold Eckler moved, Ken Couture seconded, to donate $10,000.00 to the Ag Ed Opportunities 
Fund.  The motion carried.   
 
The board committee noted the full committee’s recommendation to donate $10,000 to the Ag 
Ed Opportunities Fund.  Currently, approximately $1.4 million is in the fund.  To provide some 
start-up funding for the 10 x 15 initiative, the National FFA Foundation Board of Trustees has 
suspended the policy to get $1.5 million in the fund before any projects will be supported by the 
fund. 
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NAAE Merchandise to be Placed in the FFA Catalog 
 
Harold Eckler moved, Ken Couture seconded, to reject the recommendation that NAAE 
merchandise be placed for sale in the FFA catalog.  The motion carried. 
 
The board understands the full committee’s interest in having NAAE merchandise be available 
to a larger audience beyond the region and national NAAE conferences.  However, it will be 
very expensive to buy space in the FFA catalog for NAAE merchandise.  The board prefers to 
use NAAE’s resources toward News & Views, have board members display the items by wearing 
them, provide handouts to state presidents on how to order merchandise including plaques, 
certificates, and other available items.  NAAE merchandise items are more for public relations 
than for fund raising. 
 
Increase the NAAE Travel Budget 
 
Harold Eckler moved, Kathy Conerly seconded, to change the allowable cost of meals from 
$29.00 to $45.00 per day effective January 1, 2008.  The motion carried. 
 
This will call for a $5,000 increase to the budget for board and staff travel.  This amount has not 
been adjusted for many years.  The budget increase will better ensure that board and staff will be 
able to travel for official purposes.  The board will approve the 2008-09 budget in April 2008. 
 
Contribution to the Coleman Harris Retirement Endowment Program 
 
The board has already agreed to contribute $1,000 to the Coleman Harris Retirement 
Endowment. 
 
Pocket Diaries 
 
No further action was taken regarding pocket diaries.  The decision to discontinue pocket diaries 
has already been made.  The Member Services committee is to review possible projects to 
replace the diaries. 
 
Adjournment 
 
With no further business to be transacted, the committee meeting was adjourned. 


